
MINUTES OF THE 2016 BUDGET HEARING OF  
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

October 5, 2015 

The 2016 Budget Hearing of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the Aqua Room of 
the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on October 5, 2015. 

The hearing was opened at 5:04 PM. by President Al Littlefield.  Those Commissioners 
in attendance were: Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie 
Robertson, Secretary.  Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; George 
Sidhu, Engineering Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Mike Fox, Operations 
Manager; Mark Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Mike Demers, Engineering 
Technician; Shawn Backman, Auditor; Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Kim 
Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; and Audience:  Judy Littlefield; 
Terri Cook.   

President Littlefield stated that today’s public hearing is for public input and the 
Commissioners may ask questions or wait until future meetings.  President Littlefield 
requested that Auditor Backman present the 2016 Budget. 

Auditor Backman stated that the presentation given today provides an overview of the 
2016 preliminary  budget documents via Power Point, including Introduction and 
Purpose, Basis of the Budget, Budgeted Cash Inflows and Outflows, Budgeted Statement 
of Revenues, Expenses, and Changes in Fund Net Assets; Planned Capital Projects for 
2016, Comparison of Average Residential Customer Bills, and Planned Capital Projects.   

Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the presentation.  

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Littlefield revisited his comments from 
the budget workshop regarding two new employees vs. equipment purchases for 
Operations, and requested that Operations Manager Fox make the determination; 
Operations Manager Fox replied that there is lots of discussion still to take place, as both 
equipment and personnel are needed and Manager Powell agreed.  Commissioner 
Littlefield requested email notifications to the Commission if any changes are made to 
the information presented today. 

Commissioner Robertson requested a cost analysis of the District increasing its lifeline 
rate from 3ccf to 4ccf and what the financial impact would be, as he is always questioned 
by seasoned customers on fixed incomes about this rate.  Manager Powell stated that the 
District has authorization to set rates for low income and elderly customers; however, if 
that is done, another group of ratepayers has to pick up the difference in rates.  
Commissioner Robertson also requested that the PowerPoint presentation be placed on 
the District’s website. 

Commissioner Cook asked how the Sierra Pacific rate will affect revenue and when they 
go online with the new rate; Manager Powell replied that he has not looked at that, but it 
has been factored in with increased revenue rates and he believes their new rate goes into 
effect in November or December. 

Commissioner Cook commented on and questioned various issues regarding the large 
construction list, including the Transmission Line Project Phase 2, Division Street, North 
Digby, Josh Wilson and use of revenue or bonds for payment of same.  He asked if the 
Gilligan property acquisition has been cut; Manager Powell replied yes, $1 million was 
cut as there are too many other important projects, but would like to consider the sale of 
other District-owned property and earmark those funds for the Gilligan property 
acquisition. 

Manager Powell indicated that the Commission is welcome to have additional workshops 
if they would like.  Commissioner Cook indicated he was fine with discussion during 
regular meetings. 
  



Having no further questions, Commissioner Robertson moved to close the 2016 Budget 
Hearing.  The motion passed and the hearing of October 5, 2015 was closed at 5:25 PM. 
 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 
 


